
Celebrating National Poetry Month
Newspaper Poetry

This feature is just one part of this newspaper’s Newspaper in Education (NIE) program. 
Please donate to the program so our students can learn about our community as they 

express their creativity and enhance their reading and writing abiliites.

First introduced in 1996, National Poetry Month is a celebration of poetry organized 
by the Academy of American Poets as a way to increase awareness and appreciation 
of poetry.   It is the largest literary celebration in the world, with tens of millions of 
readers, students, K-12 teachers, librarians, booksellers, literary events curators, 
publishers, bloggers, and, of course, poets marking poetry’s important place in our 
culture and our lives.

Here are a few ways to use the newspaper to create your own poetry and participate 
in this year’s National Poetry Month:

An acrostic poem is one in which the lines are organised by the initial letters 
of a key word, either at the beginning of the lines, in the middle or at the end. 
Find weather coverage or forecasts in the newspaper and create an acrostic 

poem based on that information. Example:

A cinquain is a ive-line poem that 
tells about one idea, small detail or 
experience. It follows this pattern;

 Line 1 title - 1 word
 Line 2 description of the title - 2 words
 Line 3 action about the title - 3 words
 Line 4 feeling about the title - 4 words
 Line 5 synonym for the title - 1 word
Select a photograph from the newspaper and write a one-word summary for the
picture. Use that word as the irst line of a cinquain, and write the rest of the poem
beneath.

Choose a news story and rewrite it as a poem. Now trade your poem with 
a classmate who used a story for a different section of the paper.  Now look 
through the newspaper to identify the original story that inspired your 

classmate’s poem.  Could you both ind the correct story/article?  If not, why do you 
think that was the case?

Create a Blackout Poem.  Tear out a page of the newspaper.  Scan through the 
text and look for an anchor word (a word full of meaning and signi icance) and 
box it out with a pencil. Continue reading and boxing words, phrases or letters 

to create a poem. Then black out any unnecessary text with a black marker.  

Additional Resources:
     Educator materials from the Academy of American Poets - https://www.poets.org/
poetsorg/materials-teachers
     How to create a Blackout Poem video - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wKpVgoGr6kE

Running Down panes
And then Round damp stones,
I pool in Ordinary drains and
Now form Pale ocean waves.
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Content based on lessons originally written by Jennifer Hind for Th e Royal Gazzette, Bermuda


