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Originally called, "An Aquarian Exposition: 3 Days of Peace 
and Music," Woodstock was a music festival held on August 
15-18, 1969 and it attracted an audience of more than 
400,000.  The concert planners had irst selected a location 
in Walkill and then Saugarties, New York but were ultimately 
rejected because of concerns over the number of concert 
goers.  Despite some local opposition, dairy farmer Max 
Yasgar agreed to rent a large ield on his 600 acre farm in 
Bethel to the festival organizers.

Concert-goers started to arrive as early as two days before 
the festival was scheduled to begin.  By the opening act, 
thousands of people attempting to get there clogged 
highways and local roads. Traf ic came to a standstill and 
many abandoned their vehicles along the road and traveled 
the rest of the way on foot.

The opening act, a band called Sweetwater, tried to arrive 
by car but was stuck in traf ic. So singer-songwriter Richie 
Havens, used to large crowds, agreed to go on irst.  By the 
end of the three days, a total 

of 32 acts performed to the overwhelming crowds and 
despite periods of heavy rain. 

The crowd at Woodstock experienced muddy 
conditions, a lack of food, water and adequate 
sanitation but they remained peaceful.  Woodstock 
a documentary ilm released in 1970, captured not 
only the performances but the atmosphere of the 
historic event. In 1996, Woodstock was selected 
for preservation in the United States National 
Film Registry by the Library of Congress as being 
"culturally, historically, or aesthetically signi icant."

In 2006, Bethel Woods Center for the Arts opened on 
the hill where the Festival took place. Today, it hosts 
outdoor concerts in its pavilion and a 1960s museum.  
In June 2017, the site of the 1969 Woodstock Music 
and Art Fair was of icially placed on both the State and 
National Register of Historic Places.  

For more information, visit the Bethel Woods Museum or go online to 
www.bethelwoodscenter.org/museum.

Newspaper Activities: 
     Look through news 
reports, in print or online, 
for announcements of live 
entertainment events.  Compare 
and contrast this modern event 
with Woodstock's three day 
festival.
     Look through recent 
editions of the newspaper for 
remarkable present-day events.  
Select one you think might 
become something the Library 
of Congress would consider, 
"culturally, historically, or 
aesthetically signi icant." 
Point to speci ic facts to make 
a case as to why you think so.

An image of the U.S. Stamp issued to 
commemorate the 50th Anniversary 
of Woodstock includes the dove from 
graphic artist Arnold Skolnick’s pro-
motional 1969 poster for the festival 

along with some of the poster’s words: 
‘3 Days of Peace and Music.’


