
Famous New Yorkers 
2018-2019 Series 

Teachers’ Guide/Student Worksheets 
 

This guide supports the Famous New Yorkers series of profiles.  It offers 
teachers several short answer questions based on the content of each profile about 
the person or their pursuits. When available there are links to newspaper archives 
and lastly, the guide includes one to three activities per profile called “Newspaper 
Tie-ins.”  These activities are suggestions for how to bring the lessons of these 
historical figures into the present and make them relevant to our lives.  These 
lessons were created for students in grades 4-8 but can be narrowed or expanded to 
accommodate all students. Instructors are welcome to use these to create their own 
lessons. 
 

From top to bottom and left to 
right:  Emily Warren Roebling – 
contributed to the completed 
construction of the Brooklyn 
Bridge,  Susan Elizabeth Frazier – 
first black woman to teach an 
integrated student body in New 
York City, Bret Harte  – short 
story writer and poet,  and Dick 
Clark – American radio and TV 
personality. 
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Standards Alignment Chart 
 

Lesson 
Anchor 

Standards 
for Reading 

Anchor 
Standards 

for Writing 

Anchor 
Standards 

for 
Speaking 

and 
Listening 

Anchor 
Standards 

for 
Language 

 
Standards for 
History/Social 

Studies 

Clark 1, 9 1, 5  5 1 

Frazier 1, 9 1, 7 1, 3 4 1, 5 

Gibson 1, 4 1, 4 1, 2 1 1, 4 

Harte 1, 6 3, 8 4 1, 3 1, 3 

Jervis 2, 7 2, 6 2 3 2, 3, 4 

McConnell 2 3, 7  4 1, 4 

Moore 6, 7 5, 6 3 1 1 

Myers 1, 8 2, 7 4, 6 3 1, 5 

Rizzuto 4 5, 6 1 4, 6 1 

Roebling 1, 4 3, 5 4 3 1, 3 

Schiff 1, 7 5, 7 5 1 1, 4 

Seeger 7, 9 1, 3 2, 6 1, 4 1, 3, 5 

Striker  6, 7 3, 4 2 1, 3 1 

 
This chart can be used as quick reference when a teacher wants to find a lesson and the corresponding 
learning standards.  For more detailed information on the standards go to 
http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/next-generation-learning-standards-and-assessment-
implementation-timeline  
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Name_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Dick Clark 
Vocabulary – write a brief definition of the following words: 
 

opportunity _________________________________________________________________________________  

broadcast  ___________________________________________________________________________________  

disc-jockey  _________________________________________________________________________________  

thronged  ___________________________________________________________________________________  

cultural  ____________________________________________________________________________________  

supplanted  __________________________________________________________________________________  

Read the Famous New Yorker profile of Dick Clark.  Then answer the following questions. 
 

1. What was Richard (Dick) Clark’s first job at his family’s radio station in Rome, NY?  ________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________________  

2. True or false, Dick Clark was always a fan of rock ‘n roll. ______________________________________  

 
3. Which city first played host to Dick Clark’s, American Bandstand? _______________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________________  

4. What was Dick Clark’s nickname? ________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________________  

5. How many years did it take for American Bandstand to allow interracial teens to dance together? _______  

 _______________________________________________________________________________________  

6. Using a map of New York State or an online mapping tool, about how far is Mount Vernon, NY from 

your school? How far is Rome, NY? Philadelphia? Hollywood? _________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Related online news article: Daytona Beach Morning Journal, July 18, 1965, Headline: Some ‘Teenagers’ Have 
Wrinkles - 
https://news.google.com/newspapers?nid=1873&dat=19650718&id=wnwoAAAAIBAJ&sjid=T8kEAAAAIBAJ
&pg=584,3468883  
  
Newspaper Tie-ins: 

 Nicknames are fairly common. Look through recent editions of newspaper and try to find as many 
nicknames as you can. Share them as a class. What do they say about the individual or group? 

 Dick Clark was the host of American Bandstand a television show featuring current music that was 
extremely popular with teenage and young adult viewers. Look through the newspaper (print or online) 
and other sources for articles about what young people watch today. Compare and contrast your modern 
example with American Bandstand. Use the chart on the next page to organize what you’re writing. 
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Name_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Directions: Dick Clark was the host of American Bandstand a television show featuring current music that was 
extremely popular with teenage and young adult viewers. Look through the newspaper (print or online) and other 
sources for articles about how young people spend their free time.  
 
Dick Clark & American Bandstand                       Popular Activities for Young People Today 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Follow Up: As a class, discuss how the young stars we idolize today are similar and/or different from 
you and your classmates.  
 
 
 
 
 
Assessment question: What do you think you’ll remember most about this lesson? Why?
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Name_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Susan Elizabeth Frazier 
Vocabulary – write a brief definition of the following words: 
 

oppression  _____________________________________________________________________________  

activist  ________________________________________________________________________________  

probationary  ___________________________________________________________________________  

integrated ______________________________________________________________________________  

menial  ________________________________________________________________________________  

auxiliary  _______________________________________________________________________________  

Read the Famous New Yorker profile of Susan Frazier.  Then answer the following questions. 
 

1. Where did Susan Frazier study to become a teacher? ______________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

2. Why did Frazier petition the state supreme court?   _______________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

3. What did the Woman’s Loyal Union do to support military troops?  __________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

4. Name two “firsts” attributed to Susan Frazier.  ___________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

 
5. Find New York City on a map of New York State or use an online mapping tool.  How far is it from 

your school?   _________________________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

Related Online News Article: The Evening News, Sunday, Nov. 6, 1977, Headline; Newburgh’s 369th Subject 
of Nov. 13 TV Show - 
https://news.google.com/newspapers?nid=1982&dat=19771106&id=FOdfAAAAIBAJ&sjid=oG0NAAAAIBAJ&
pg=1294,955985  
Related Online Resources: Homespun Heroines and Other Women of Distinction: Electronic Edition, compiled 
and edited by Hallie Quinn Brown - http://docsouth.unc.edu/neh/brownhal/brownhal.html 
Gilder Lehrman History Now: Recruiting posters for African American soldiers, 1918 Lesson Plan - 
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/content/recruiting-posters-african-american-soldiers-1918  
 

Newspaper Tie-in: 
 Susan Frazier faced racial prejudice even though she eventually achieved her goal to teach.  

Look through the newspaper for current examples of discrimination. Select one example and 
determine the basis for the discrimination (for example: age, race, gender, economic, etc.)  Share 
your examples as a class and brainstorm possible remedies to fight against continued prejudice.  
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Name_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Who? (The person or group being discriminated against) 

When?  

Where? 

What? (Describe what type of prejudice took place) 

How? (Brainstorm how this discrimination might be overcome.) 

 
 
Follow up: If you were to get involved with a cause which would you select and why? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Assessment question: What one thing you learned today surprised you?
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Name_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Orville Gibson 
Vocabulary – write a brief definition of the following words: 
 

unique _________________________________________________________________________________  

mandolin  ______________________________________________________________________________  

luthier _________________________________________________________________________________  

incorporated  ____________________________________________________________________________  

psychiatric  _____________________________________________________________________________  

exploited  ______________________________________________________________________________  

Read the Famous New Yorker profile of Orville Gibson.  Then answer the following questions. 
 

1. How did Orville Gibson first support himself as a young man in Kalamazoo. Michigan?  _________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

2. True or False: Orville made a wide variety of musical instruments, including drums and horns. ____  

3. About how old was Orville when the Gibson Mandolin – Guitar Company was incorporated? _____  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

4. How much money was Gibson given for the rights of his patented mandolin design? _____________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

5. Find Chateaugay on a map of New York State.  About how far is it from your school?  ___________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  
 

Related Online News Article/Clippings:  
Bangor Daily News, Tuesday, July 13, 2004, Headline: Monroe's Mandolin Tied Up In Legal Battle 
https://news.google.com/newspapers?nid=2457&dat=20040713&id=9OI0AAAAIBAJ&sjid=6eAIAAAAIBAJ&p
g=1475,3037632   
 
A digital collection of newspaper clippings of Orville Gibson and his company - 
https://joycebrumbaugh.com/category/newspaper-clippings/ 
 

Newspaper Tie-ins: 
 Orville Gibson was a craftsman, designing and building his own musical instruments.  Look through 

newspapers and other sources for information about modern craftsmen and women.  What do they create?  
Compare and contrast these modern examples with Orville Gibson. 

 Find a comic character that would respond or move to a fast beat and one that would move to a slow beat.  
Have students illustrate rhythm using comic strip activities. Design a rhythmic pattern for a cartoon strip.  
Have students match the pattern to the correct strip or character. 

 Orville Gibson created a way to make better stringed instruments – particularly the mandolin.  Look 
through the newspaper someone who developed a way to improve an existing thing or processes or 
developed a completely new invention. Write a brief summary of the person you selected, their 
improvement/invention, and why you selected it. Use the graphic organizer on the next page to organize 
your research. Be prepared to share what you’ve found with the class. 



Famous New Yorkers XVI - created by the New York News Publishers Association – Newspaper In Education.  All rights reserved 2018. 

 
8

Name_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Invention/Development’s Name ________________________________________________________ 
 
Description: What does it do? 
 

Features & benefits: Competition’s features & 
benefits: 

Who would use this? (Describe the ideal customer) 

Why is this solution better? 

How much does it cost? Where can you find/buy it? 

 
In the space below or on another sheet of paper draw a rough layout of what an advertisement for this 
product or service would look like.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Follow up: If you were to invent/improve something what would it be and why? 
 
 
 
 
 
Assessment question: What was the most interesting thing you learned while doing this lesson? 
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Name_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Bret Harte 
Vocabulary – write a brief definition of the following words: 
 

emerged  ___________________________________________________________________________________  

archetypal  __________________________________________________________________________________  

anthologies  _________________________________________________________________________________  

authentic  ___________________________________________________________________________________  

prolifically  _________________________________________________________________________________  

parodying  __________________________________________________________________________________  

Read the Famous New Yorker profile of Bret Harte.  Then answer the following questions. 
 

1. About how old was Bret Harte when he was first published? What did he write? ____________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________________  

2. Why did Bret quit the newspaper business? __________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________________  

3. Name at least three jobs Bret Harte did over his lifetime. _______________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________________  

4. What famous author wrote a play with Harte? Was it successful?  ________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________________   

5. Find Albany on a map of New York State or use an online mapping tool.  About how far is it from your 

school?  ______________________________________________________________________________  

 

Related Online Text: The Luck of Roaring Camp Published under Special Arrangement with The Houghton, 
Mifflin Company Copyright 1892 and 1899 by Bret Harte 
http://www.bartleby.com/310/4/1.html  
Additional Online Resource: PBS Making Myths: The West in Public and Private Writings – Lessons for 
Grades 7-12 - http://www.pbs.org/weta/thewest/lesson_plans/lesson06.htm   
 

Newspaper Tie-ins: 
 Look through recent editions of the newspaper for current photos/articles that might inspire you to write a 

short story about what’s happening in the area, similar to the writings of Bret Harte about his time in the 
mining towns in the West. Write a paragraph or two in your own words.  Compare and contract with 
Harte’s writing 

 In the newspaper or online, find and closely read a story about a book, movie, play or CD that you like. 
Use what you read, and prior knowledge, to write a review of the work in the style of an arts critic. Give 
specific details to support your opinions in your review. Remember not to tell any secrets or give away 
the ending. Use the chart on the next page for organization.  Present your review to the class.   
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Name  _____________________________________________________________________________________  
 

My Arts Review 
 

Title: 

Main Characters or Artists: 

Notable Details: 

Rating: 

   
Summary:  _________________________________________________________________________   

___________________________________________________________________________________  

___________________________________________________________________________________  

___________________________________________________________________________________  

___________________________________________________________________________________  

___________________________________________________________________________________  

What I Liked:  ______________________________________________________________________  

___________________________________________________________________________________  

___________________________________________________________________________________  

What I Disliked:  ____________________________________________________________________  

___________________________________________________________________________________  

___________________________________________________________________________________   

My Favorite Part:  __________________________________________________________________  

___________________________________________________________________________________  

___________________________________________________________________________________  

___________________________________________________________________________________  

___________________________________________________________________________________  

 
Follow up: What impressed you most about completing this activity? 
 

I rated it this way because:
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Name_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

John Bloomfield Jervis 
Vocabulary – write a brief definition of the following words and phrase: 
 
diligently  ___________________________________________________________________________________  

civil engineering  _____________________________________________________________________________  

surveys  ____________________________________________________________________________________  

locomotive __________________________________________________________________________________    

aqueduct  ___________________________________________________________________________________  

reservoir  ___________________________________________________________________________________  

Read the Famous New Yorker profile of the John B. Jervis and answer the following questions. 
 

1. What work did young John Jervis do immediately after his schooling? _____________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. About how old was Jervis when he first worked with Benjamin Wright? What did they work on 

together? ________________________________________________________________________  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

3. What was The Stourbridge Lion and why was it made?  _________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

4. Name two places that were named after Jervis. ________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

5. Find Huntington on a map of New York State or use an online mapping tool.  About how far is it 

from Rome, NY? How far from your school?  _________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Related Online Resource: John B. Jervis’s obituary from the American Society of Civil Engineers 
https://todayinsci.com/J/Jervis_John/JervisJohnObit-ASCE.htm  
 
Drawings by Jervis of construction projects - https://nyheritage.org/collections/jervis-drawings  
 
Newspaper Tie-ins: 

 Alone or in small groups, look through recent editions of the newspaper for articles about new 
construction projects. Select one and find out what is being built and why. Compare and contrast this 
modern construction with one of Jervis’s projects.  Be prepared to present your work to the class. 

 Imagine you are a reporter covering the grand opening of the Erie Canal in 1825. Remember to provide 
the Who, What, When, Where and Why information and a sense of the excitement about the event so 
your readers will get a sense of the importance of the event. 
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Name_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
An acrostic poem is a poem in which the initial letters of the lines, taken in order, spell a word or phrase.  
Each line should relate back to the central theme.  In honor of John B. Jervis and his contributions to the 
Erie Canal “build” an acrostic poem using ERIE CANAL as your theme. 
 

E 
R 
I 
E 
 

C 
A 
N 
A 
L  
Other words that could be used include Aqueduct, Reservoir, and Railroad 
 
Assessment: Write a sentence or two about something you learned studying about John B. Jervis and 
the Erie Canal. 
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Name_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

David H. McConnell 
Vocabulary – write a brief definition of the following words: 
 

folklore  _______________________________________________________________________________  

immigrant  _____________________________________________________________________________  

telemarketing  ___________________________________________________________________________  

fragrances  _____________________________________________________________________________  

hygiene  _______________________________________________________________________________  

benefactors  ____________________________________________________________________________  

Read the Famous New Yorker profile of David H. McConnell.  Then answer the following questions. 
 

1. What did David McConnell study when he attended college? _______________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

2. How did he first earn a living?  _______________________________________________________  

3. About how old was McConnell when he bought Union Publishing? __________________________  

4. What name did McConnell give his company and why? ___________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________   

5. How was McConnell’s company different from most home sales companies at the time?  _________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

6. Find Oswego and Suffern on a map of New York State or use an online mapping tool.  About how 

far apart are these locations from each other? How far is each from your school? ________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________   

Related Online Resources: Historic images of California Perfume Co. advertisements - 
http://www.californiaperfumecompany.com/company/cal_1906_advertisements.html  
 

California Perfume Company catalog [1896] - Hagley Digital Archives - 
http://digital.hagley.org/islandora/object/islandora%3A2228504#page/1/mode/1up  
 
Newspaper Tie-in: 

 Different experiences in David McConnell’s life provided him opportunities or “stepping stones” 
getting him to the next venture.  For example, he started his perfume company when he 
discovered women enjoyed bonus perfume samples when he was selling books. Using any news 
event story you find in the newspaper (print or online), place the parts of the story in the stepping 
stones on the next page.  How might the story be different if one or two steps were rearranged or 
eliminated? 
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Name_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

“Stepping Stones” 
Directions: Place the events of the news article in the “stepping stones” below.  How might the story be 
altered if one or two steps were rearranged or eliminated?  Using facts from the story, write a brief 
explanation of how you imagine the outcome would be different. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Assessment question: What was the most interesting thing you learned while doing this lesson?  
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Name_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Mary Tyler Moore 
Vocabulary – write a brief definition of the following words: 
 
anonymous  ____________________________________________________________________________  

sitcom  ________________________________________________________________________________  

dialogue _______________________________________________________________________________  

poised _________________________________________________________________________________  

stereotypes _____________________________________________________________________________  

Read the Famous New Yorker profile of Mary Tyler Moore.  Then answer the following questions. 
 

1. After graduating high school, how did a young Mary Tyler Moore hope to earn a living? _________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

2. Name at three different characters Moore portrayed on TV.  ________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

3. About how old was Moore when she launched the Mary Tyler Moore Show? __________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

4. True of False: Mary Tyler Moore won an Academy Award for her role in Ordinary People.   ______  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

5. Find Brooklyn on a map of New York State or use an online mapping tool.  About how far is it from 

your school?  _____________________________________________________________________  

 

Related Online News Article: Moore Obituary in the New York Times, January 25, 2017- 
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/01/25/arts/television/mary-tyler-moore-dead.html   
 

Newspaper Tie-ins:  
 Mary Tyler Moore’s character, Mary Richards, both exemplified and changed the stereotypes of 

single working women of that generation. Look through several editions of the newspaper for 
articles about working women. How are working women today similar to Moore’s character, 
Mary Richards, and how are they different? Be prepared to share with the class. 

 Stereotypes are oversimplified ideas about groups of people. Stereotypes can be based on race, 
ethnicity, age, gender, sexual orientation, physical appearance—almost any characteristic. Based 
on this definition, think about examples of stereotypes from personal experience and from 
examples in the media.  Use the graphic organizer on the next page to record your thoughts and 
what you find out about one stereotyped group.  
 

(Lesson extension idea:  Use newspaper archives to explore how stereotypes were portrayed in 
newspapers of the past.)
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Name  ___________________________________________________________________________ 
Directions: Select one group that is often stereotyped.  In the first block on the left, briefly describe how 
this group is characterized. Look through editions of the newspaper, in-print and online for articles, 
images, advertisements, cartoons etc. involving this group.  In the middle column, briefly record how the 
group is treated in each example found.  In the right column indicate if the coverage supports the 
stereotype, goes against the stereotype or is simply a factual account and neutral.  Be sure to support 
your opinion with facts. 
 
Stereotype    Examples in the Newspaper  Support, Oppose, Neutral?  
   

  

  

  

 
 
Follow up:  After completing this activity, do you feel differently about this stereotyped group? Why or 
why not? 
 
How do you think you are stereotyped? 
 
Assessment question: Complete this statement. I think stereotyping is…. 
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Name_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Stephen Myers 
Vocabulary – write a brief definition of the following words and phrase: 
 

Underground Railroad  ________________________________________________________________________  

requirement  _________________________________________________________________________________  

lobbyist  ____________________________________________________________________________________  

priorities  ___________________________________________________________________________________  

hotbed  _____________________________________________________________________________________  

editorial  ____________________________________________________________________________________  

Read the Famous New Yorker profile of Stephen Myers.  Then answer the following questions. 
 

1. What stopped most black men from being able to vote in New York state in the early to mid-1800s?_____  

 _______________________________________________________________________________________  

2. Name three different types of work Stephen Myers did during his lifetime (paid or unpaid).  ___________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________________   

3. What newspaper did Stephen and Harriet Myers publish together?  _______________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________________  

4. Based only the newspaper’s name, what type of news and information do you think it published? _______  

 _______________________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________________  

5. How did Stephen Myers aide the Union Army during the Civil War?  _____________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________________  

6. Find Hoosick on a map of New York State or use an online mapping tool.  About how far is it from your 

school? ______________________________________________________________________________  

 
 

Newspaper Tie-ins: 
 Myers promoted self-improvement and even helped start a school to teach black children in this 

community.  Look through the newspaper and other sources for news or articles about self-
improvement or ways we should take care of ourselves and others. Be prepared to share what 
you find with the class. 

 Look through several editions of the newspaper, print or online, for stories about how an 
ordinary citizen made a difference in their community.  Compare one of these stories to Stephen 
Myer’s efforts. 

 Stephen Myers and members of the Albany Vigilance Committee worked to help others escape 
slavery on the Underground Railroad.  Look through the newspaper for articles about people 
fighting for their freedom.  Compare and contrast them with the American slaves of the past. Use 
the chart on the next page to organize your thoughts. 
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Name_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
African American Slaves Person or Group from Today’s News 

Both groups are fighting for freedom. 

Who is trying to help? Who is trying to help? 

How are they trying to help? How are they trying to help? 

Why are they trying to help? Why are they trying to help? 

How are these two groups the same? 

How are they different? 

 
 Assessment question: What was the most difficult part of this learning activity and why? 
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Name_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Phil Rizzuto 
Vocabulary – write a brief definition of the following words and phrase: 
 

broadcasters  ________________________________________________________________________________  

shoeshine boy  _______________________________________________________________________________  

decade  _____________________________________________________________________________________  

dominated  __________________________________________________________________________________  

achievements  _______________________________________________________________________________  

auditioned  __________________________________________________________________________________  

Read the Famous New Yorker profile of Phil Rizzuto.  Then answer the following questions. 
 

1. About how old was Phil Rizzuto when the Giants rejected him as a player for their team? _____________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________________  

2. What two awards did Rizzuto win before he played in the Major Leagues?  ________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________________  

3. How many World Series titles did Phil Rizzuto win during his career? What team or teams was he playing 

for at the time? ________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________________   

4. What was Phil Rizzuto’s nickname and why did he get it? ______________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________________  

5. Why did Rizzuto become a broadcaster and what was his famous catchphrase? ___________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________________   

 _______________________________________________________________________________________  

6. Find Brooklyn on a map of New York State or use an online mapping tool.  About how far is it from your 

school?  ______________________________________________________________________________  

Related Online News Articles:  
The Bend Bulletin, Bend, Oregon – Sept. 30, 1941, Headline: Yankees Picked to Win; First Game Tomorrow  
https://news.google.com/newspapers?nid=1243&dat=19410930&id=JdAsAAAAIBAJ&sjid=hh8EAAAAIB
AJ&pg=1508,1548777  
 
Phil Rizzuto’s Obituary - www.nytimes.com/2007/08/14/sports/baseball/14cnd-rizzuto.html  
 

Newspaper Tie-ins: 
 As a broadcaster, Phil Rizzuto frequently used the catchphrase, Holy Cow. After reviewing articles about 

your favorite sports teams, work in small groups and come up with a new catchphrase for a specific 
player, a group of players or the whole team. 

 Look through the newspaper and other resources for terms or catchphrases that are commonly used today.  
Use the chart on the next page to record your findings. Be prepared to share in small groups or as a class. 
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Name_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Record the term or catchphrase. Research its definition or meaning and briefly summarize it in the space 
provided.  Try to determine if the phrase has been around a long time or just recently started to be used. 
 
Term or Catchphrase Definition/Meaning Old or New? 
   

   

   

   

   

 
Follow up: As a class, discuss the terms you found and predict which ones will last and which ones will 
fade away and why. 
 
 
 
 
Assessment question: What new words or phrases did you learn during this lesson? 
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Name  ______________________________________________________________________________  
 

Emily Warren Roebling 
Vocabulary – write a brief definition of the following words: 
 
prestigious  _____________________________________________________________________________  

techniques  _____________________________________________________________________________  

resilience  ______________________________________________________________________________  

invalid  ________________________________________________________________________________  

surrogate  ______________________________________________________________________________  

Read the Famous New Yorker profile of Ross Gilmore Marvin.  Then answer the following questions. 
 

1. About how long were Washington and Emily Roebling married before he was disabled?  _________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________    

2. What happened to Washington Roebling that left him unable to travel? _______________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

3. How did Emily Roebling “work” on the Brooklyn Bridge construction project? _________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

4. Name three of Emily’s accomplishments besides the Brooklyn Bridge. _______________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

5. True or False: Emily Roebling outlived her invalid husband by 23 years.  _____________________  

6. Find Cold Spring on a map of New York State or use an online mapping tool.  About how far is it 

from your school? How far apart are Cold Spring and Brooklyn? _______________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

Related Online News Article: New York Times – One segment of Overlooked – a series of articles about historic 
women who did not have obituaries published at the time of their death -
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2018/obituaries/overlooked-emily-warren-roebling.html  
 

Related websites: http://roeblingmuseum.org/  
The New York Times Learning Network - https://learning.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/05/24/may-24-1883-
brooklyn-bridge-opens/  
 

Newspaper Tie-ins: 
 Pretend you are a reporter at the official opening of the newly completed Brooklyn Bridge in 1883. Write 

a brief article about what you experienced.  Use the News Report organizer on page 33 to gather 
information and organize your thoughts. Be prepared to present your news report to the class. 

 Look through recent editions of the newspaper (print and online) for articles about famous landmarks or 
tourist attractions.  Where are they located, relatively local or far away? Select one and compare it to the 
Brooklyn Bridge.  Use the chart on the next page to record what you’ve found. Give a brief oral report to 
the class.   
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Name_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Name of Attraction: 
 
 
 

Brooklyn Bridge 

What are the main features? It is a suspension bride made of granite towers 
and steel cables. It allows locomotive trains, motor 
vehicles, pedestrian and bicyclists to cross. The 
bridge’s construction took 14 years, involved 600 
workers and cost $15 million (more than $320 
million in today’s dollars). At least two dozen 
people died in the process, including its original 
designer. 
 

Where is this attraction located? It spans the East River and connects the boroughs 
of Brooklyn and Manhattan in New York City 
 
 
 
 

Why do people visit this attraction? About how 
many people visit it? 

The Brooklyn Bridge is one of the most popular of 
America's bridges. And, it's well used. According 
to the New York City Department of 
Transportation, "more than 120,000 vehicles, 
4,000 pedestrians, and 2,600 bicyclists cross the 
Brooklyn Bridge every day" (as of 2016). 
 
 

What helpful hints should you know before 
visiting this attraction?  
 
 

Plan to spend at least an hour in each direction, 
so there’s time to stop and look. For safety cross 
the bridge during daylight hours or any evening 
when there are lots of other pedestrians around. 
There are no bathrooms, food or water vendors on 
the bridge, so be prepared. Wear comfortable 
shoes.  
 
 
   

 
Follow up: Now that you’ve researched a tourist attraction, create a newspaper advertisement promoting this 
location as a place to visit.  
 
 

Assessment question: What is the most interesting thing you learned doing this activity? 
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Name_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Dorothy Schiff 
Vocabulary – write a brief definition of the following words and phrase: 
 
multitude  ___________________________________________________________________________________  

Heiress  ____________________________________________________________________________________  

financiers  __________________________________________________________________________________  

tabloid format  _______________________________________________________________________________  

retraction  ___________________________________________________________________________________  

crucial  _____________________________________________________________________________________  

Read the Famous New Yorker profile of Dorothy Schiff.  Then answer the following questions. 
 

1. What business gave the Schiff family their wealth?  ___________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________________  

2. About how old was Dorothy Schiff when she bought the New York Post?  _________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________________  

3. About how old was the newspaper when Dorothy bought it?  ____________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________________  

4. Why did Dorothy buy the Post?  __________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________________  

5. Why did Dorothy sell the Post and who bought it? ____________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________________  

6. Find New York City on a map of New York State or use an online mapping tool.  About how far is it 

from your school?  _____________________________________________________________________  

Related Online News Article: The New York Times obituary for Dorothy Schiff – 
https://www.nytimes.com/1989/08/31/obituaries/dorothy-schiff-86-ex-post-owner-dies.html  
 
Newspaper Tie-ins: 

 Under Dorothy Schiff’s ownership of the New York Post changed its layout to for the 
convenience of their commuter readers. Today most newspapers are published online and 
readable on electronic devices to be more accessible to readers. If possible compare the print and 
electronic versions of the same newspaper.  How are they the same?  How are they different?  
What do you like best about each version of the newspaper and why? Discuss as a class. 

 Dorothy Schiff’s newspaper’s editorials influenced voters in the 1958 election of Governor 
Rockefeller. Read editorials about politics or social issues in today’s paper. Pick one and write 
an editorial with an opposing point of view, whether or not you agree. Can you make a strong 
enough argument to change people’s minds? Use the chart on the next page to help organize your 
writing. 
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Name_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Building an Editorial 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Assessment question: What one thing about this lesson would you like to know more about? 

Source: This organizer was adapted from Inside Journalism, Washington Post Newspaper In Education Program (2003).

Introduction: Begin with 
general statements and narrow to 
your thesis statement or the main 
point you are trying to make. 

Body of the 
Editorial: 
You should 
point out 
opposing 
points of view 
but counter 
why those 
ideas are not 
the best 
option or 
outcome. 
 
Use facts, 
numbers and 
quotations to 
persuade. 
 
Logic is best 
but emotional 
appeal can be 
very effective. 
 
Build on each 
point ending 
with the very 
best point to 
support your 
position. 

Conclusion: Re-enforce the 
main idea by rewording or 
emphasizing its importance. 
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Name_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Pete Seeger 
Vocabulary – write a brief definition of the following words and phrases: 
 

composer  ______________________________________________________________________________  

working-class   __________________________________________________________________________  

left-wing  ______________________________________________________________________________  

backlash  _______________________________________________________________________________  

tyranny  ________________________________________________________________________________  

communist sympathizers  __________________________________________________________________  

 ______________________________________________________________________________________  

Read the Famous New Yorker profile of Pete Seeger.  Then answer the following questions. 
 

1. About how old was Pete when he first toured the country performing with his family?  ___________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

2. True or false: Pete Seeger worked at the Library of Congress.  ______________________________  

3. What job did Seeger train to do for the military during WWII? What did he end up doing? ________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________   

4. List at least three causes Seeger championed through his music. _____________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

5. Find Manhattan on a map of New York State or use an online mapping tool.  About how far is it 

from your school?  _________________________________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

Related Online News Articles: The Evening News, published in Newburgh, NY on Thursday, October 17, 1974,  
Headline: Sloop, Schooner Sunday - 
https://news.google.com/newspapers?nid=1982&dat=19741017&id=qlNRAAAAIBAJ&sjid=qzMNAAAAIBAJ
&pg=963,3588894 
 
Schenectady Gazette, Thursday, August 6, 1985, Headline: Thousands Of Demonstrators Drape Peace Ribbon' 
Around Pentagon 
https://news.google.com/newspapers?nid=1917&dat=19850806&id=khAhAAAAIBAJ&sjid=mnIFAAAAIBAJ&
pg=2984,1183158  
   

Newspaper Tie-ins: 
 Play Pete Seegers’s music and match newspaper stories or photos to his music. 
 Using newspaper articles or photos as a source of inspiration, write new song lyrics to a Pete Seeger tune. 

Be prepared to share/perform your new lyrics with the class. 
 Looking through newspapers and other sources, research a group or individual working to improve our 

environment. Compare and contrast with Pete Seeger’s efforts with the Clearwater Sloop. 
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Name_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Hudson River Sloop Clearwater Group/Individual from Today’s News 

What is the problem? What is the problem? 

Who is trying to help? Who is trying to help? 

How are they trying to help? How are they trying to help? 

Why are they trying to help? Why are they trying to help? 

How are these two groups the same? 

How are they different? 

 
Assessment question: What was the most interesting thing you learned while doing this lesson?  
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Name_______________________________________________________________________________ 

Francis Hamilton Striker 
 

Vocabulary – write a brief definition of the following words and phrase: 
 

enduring  _______________________________________________________________________________  

persue  ________________________________________________________________________________  

unprecedented  __________________________________________________________________________  

sympathetic  ____________________________________________________________________________  

prolific  ________________________________________________________________________________  

breadwinner  ____________________________________________________________________________  

folklore  _______________________________________________________________________________  

Read the Famous New Yorker profile of Francis Hamilton Striker.  Then answer the following 
questions. 
 

1. How old was Francis when his first story was published? Where did it appear? _________________   

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

2. What career did Francis Striker first attempt?  ___________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

3. Name the three radio series Striker created.  _____________________________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________   

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

4. How did Francis Striker die and how old was he when it happened?  _________________________  

 ___________________________________________________________________________________  

5. Find Buffalo on a map of New York State or use an online mapping tool.  About how far is it from 

your school?  ________________________________________________________________________  

Related Online News Articles: Billing County Pioneer, published in Medora, North Dakota on Thurs., February 
19, 1953,  Headline: Lone Ranger Marks 20th range-riding Shootin' Year 
https://news.google.com/newspapers?nid=2132&dat=19530219&id=S25lAAAAIBAJ&sjid=KJQNAAAAIBAJ&
pg=890,2755525  
 
Newspaper Tie-in: 

 Carefully review the comic strips as a class for several days. Keeping one day’s comic strips secret, your 
teacher will divide the class into groups and give each group one strip.  Using the strip given, each group 
will act out the strip while the rest of the class will try to guess which comic strip is being performed. 

 Rewrite a news article as a cartoon strip. Select an article to read. Using a blank sheet of paper, fold the 
paper into six or eight blocks, numbering each. Now retell the article in pictures, no words allowed. Be 
prepared to share your visual articles with the class. See if your classmates can identify the newspaper 
article you selected just by viewing your drawings. 
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Name_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Directions: Most newspaper comic strips contain three or four frames. Each frame helps to develop the 
story or communicate an idea.   
 
Assume you can add one more frame to a comic strip of your choice. The frame can be anywhere in the 
sequence. What you include in the frame should relate to and improve or enhance the original strip. Clip 
and paste the original comic strip below.   
 

Paste original comic strip here. 

 
Then draw the additional frame below, include dialogue if appropriate, and indicate where in the 
sequence your new frame should be placed. 
 

 

 

  
Assessment question: What did you find most challenging about this activity? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: This graphic organizer was modified from one found in “Comic Strips…Newspaper Capers” by John Guenther and Ann West 1988 
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Series Exercises: 
 

1. Create a timeline of all 13 Famous New Yorkers.  Include important historical events. 

2. Create a crossword puzzle using key vocabulary from each Famous New Yorker profile.  Consider 
using the crossword puzzle student interactive tool available free online at 
www.readwritethink.org/files/resources/interactives/crossword/ 

3.  Write an obituary notice for each. 

4. Write a classified ad for each Famous New Yorker.  The classified could be a help wanted ad, an 
item for sale ad, or perhaps a lost and found notice.  Use your imagination and have fun!   

5. Write a journal entry from each personality’s perspective regarding the challenge(s) he/she faced 
during their lifetime. 

6. Using various sources, including the Internet, try to find primary documents relating to each person. 

7. If a Famous New Yorker’s home or residence has been designated as a historical landmark, research 
it online or write a letter to the historical society responsible for maintaining it and request visitor 
information. 

8. Check your library for an autobiography or biography about one of the Famous New Yorkers and 
read an extensive account of his or her life.  Write a book report using appropriate organizational 
strategies and make an oral presentation to the class.   

9. Have the class nominate other Famous New Yorkers not included in this series.  Have the students 
vote to select one individual.  What criteria did the class use for their selection?  Historical 
significance?  A hometown favorite?  Have the class submit their selection to your local newspaper 
or send it directly to the New York News Publishers Association’s NIE Program. 

Mary Miller 
Education Services Director 
New York News Publishers Association 
252 Hudson Avenue 
Albany, NY 12210-1802 
 
or email to: mmiller@nynpa.com 
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Answer Key: 
 
Dick Clark 

1. He worked in the mailroom and read weather reports and announcments. 
2. False 
3. Philadelphia, PA was the home of American Bandstand before it moved to Hollywood. 
4. America’s Oldest Teenager 
5. 7 years 
6.  (Answers will vary by location – a fast way to find  an answer is by using an internet mapping 

website i.e. Google maps) 
 
Susan Elizabeth Frazier  

1. Normal College of the City of New York (now known as Hunter College) 
2. She felt she was not offered a position as a full-time teacher because of her race. 
3. They sent the troops books, comfort kits and supplies the military did not provide. 
4. She was the first black woman buried with full military honors and the first black woman to teach 

in an integrated school in New York City. 
5. (Answers will vary by location – a fast way to find  an answer is by using an internet mapping 

website i.e. Google maps)  The distance between Byron and Coney Island is approximately 370 
miles. 

 
Orville Gibson:  

1. He worked as a clerk.  
2. False – He made only hand held stringed instruments – for example mandolins and guitars 
3. He was about 46 years old 
4. He was paid $2,500 (the equivalent of $66,000 at current dollar value) 
5. (Answers will vary by location – a fast way to find  an answer is by using an internet mapping 

website i.e. Google maps) 
 

Bret Harte 
1. Bret Harte had a poem published at 11 years old. 
2. He quit the newspaper business because of death threats about a report of a massacre of Native 

Americans. 
3. Accept any three of the following: editor, writer, journalist, secretary, professor, diplomat, 

lecturer 
4. Mark Twain co-wrote a play with Harte called Ah Sin that was not successful. 
5. (Answers will vary by location – a fast way to find  an answer is by using an internet mapping 

website i.e. Google maps) 
 

John B. Jervis:  
1. After his schooling, Jervis worked on the family farm and at the sawmill. 
2. Jervis was about 22 years old when he first worked with Benjamin Wright on the Erie Canal. 
3. The Stourbridge Lion was a steam locomotive used to haul coal from mines to the canal. 
4. Jervis Public Library in Rome, NY and Port Jervis in Orange County, NY 
5. (Answers will vary by location – a fast way to find  an answer is by using an internet mapping 

website i.e. Google maps) 
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David H. McConnell:  
1. David McConnell was studying to be a math teacher. 
2. He was a door-to-door book salesman. 
3. He was about 28 years old. 
4. California Perfume Company because he thought people would identify California with its 

fragrant flowers. 
5. His sales force was made up of women. 
6. (Answers will vary by location – a fast way to find  an answer is by using an internet mapping 

website i.e. Google maps) 
 
Mary Tyler Moore:  

1. Mary wanted to be a dancer. 
2. Accept any three of the following: Happy Hotpoint, Sam, Laura Petrie, Mary Richards 
3. Mary Tyler Moore was about 34 years old when she started her own show. 
4. False – she was nominated for an Oscar but didn’t win. 
5. (Answers will vary by location – a fast way to find  an answer is by using an internet mapping 

website i.e. Google maps) 
 
Stephen Myers:  

1. Most black men didn’t own at least $250 of property – a requirement at that time to vote. 
2. Accept any three of the following: grocery worker, ship steward, editor, publisher, soldier 
3. The Myers published the Northern Star and Freeman’s Advocate 
4. Accept any reasonable response 
5. Myers assisted the Union Army by recruiting black soldiers to fight during the Civil War. 
6. (Answers will vary by location – a fast way to find  an answer is by using an internet mapping 

website i.e. Google maps) 
 
Phil Rizzuto:  

1. He was about 18 years old. 
2. American Association’s MVP in 1940 and The Sporting News magazine’s Minor-League player 

of the year 
3. Phil Rizzuto was part of 7 World Series teams-all with the Yankees. 
4. Rizzuto’s nickname was “the Scooter” because of his speed. 
5. Phil became an announcer after retiring from baseball to support himself and his catchphrase was 

“Holy Cow.” 
6. (Answers will vary by location – a fast way to find  an answer is by using an internet mapping 

website i.e. Google maps) 
 
Emily Warren Roebling:  

1. They were married for 7 years. 
2. He contracted caisson disease, also known as “the bends.” 
3. Accept any three of the following: designed family home, assisted in relief efforts during 

Spanish-American War, studied law earning a certificate and essay prize, historian, 
transcribed and published an historic journal 

4. False – Emily’s husband Washington outlived her by 23 years. 
5. (Answers will vary by location – a fast way to find  an answer is by using an internet 

mapping website i.e. Google maps)  Cold Spring and Brooklyn are about 70 miles apart. 
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Dorothy Schiff:  
1. The Schiff family worked in banking and finance. 
2. Dorothy Schiff was about 36 years old when she became the owner of the New York Post. 
3. The newspaper was about 138 years old at the time Dorothy bought it. 
4. Dorothy Schiff bought the Post to give her Democratic politician husband, George Backer, an 

editorial platform. 
5. Dorothy sold the Post to Rupert Murdoch in the mid-1970s because it started to lose money. 
6. (Answers will vary by location – a fast way to find  an answer is by using an internet mapping 

website i.e. Google maps)  
 
Francis Hamilton Striker:  

1. Francis was 12 years old when his first story was published in his local newspaper. 
2. He first tried to be an actor. 
3. The Lone Ranger, Green Hornet and Challenge of the Yukon. 
4. Francis Striker died in an automobile accident at the age of 59. 
5. (Answers will vary by location – a fast way to find  an answer is by using an internet 

mapping website i.e. Google maps) 
 
Pete Seeger:  

1. He was about 16 years old when he toured performing with his family. 
2. True 
3. Pete Seeger trained to be an airplane mechanic but was assigned to an entertainment unit. 
4. Accept any three of the following: protested American involvement in WWII and Vietnam War, 

Civil Rights Movement, and Anti-pollution/ecology. 
5. (Answers will vary by location – a fast way to find  an answer is by using an internet mapping 

website i.e. Google maps) 
 
The additional graphic organizers that can be used with this series or other Newspaper In 
Education lessons can be found in the last pages of this guide and include: 
 

 News Report 
 A Study Guide (Bloom’s Taxonomy revised) 
 Levels of Thinking and Reasoning (Bloom’s Taxonomy revised) 
 Venn Diagram 
 KLW Chart 
 Cause and Effect 
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Name  ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
News Report: 
 
Who is attending this event? 

What have you seen/experienced? 

When is this happening? (Describe date, time of day, weather or anything else you think necessary to 
give your reader the feeling they were there) 

Where does this event take place? 

How did this event come about? (Provide background information about the event/happening.) 

Why is this event newsworthy? 

 
Once you’ve answered the above questions including as many details as you could find, write your article on 
a separate piece of paper. Review and revise as necessary. 
 
 
Assessment question: What was the most difficult part of this learning activity? 
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Name_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A Study Guide*  
Working in groups of no more than five, choose and study carefully a newspaper story about your community.  
Answer the questions below based on details from the chosen story. 
 
1.  Remembering (retrieve) 

 Who committed the action?  _________________________________________________________  

 What is the action?  _______________________________________________________________  

 When did the action take place? ______________________________________________________  

 Where did the action take place?  _____________________________________________________  

2.  Understanding (summarize) 

 Retell or give the main idea. _________________________________________________________  

  _______________________________________________________________________________   

  _______________________________________________________________________________  

  _______________________________________________________________________________  

3.  Applying (carry out) 

 Why is (the specific event)____________________________________________ significant? 

  _______________________________________________________________________________   

  _______________________________________________________________________________  

4.  Analyzing (compare) 

 How does (the problem in the story) ______________________________________ compare with another 

problem _______________________________________________________________________? 

  _______________________________________________________________________________   

  _______________________________________________________________________________  

  _______________________________________________________________________________   

5.  Evaluating (judge)  

Do you agree with a viewpoint offered by someone in the story or the opinion expressed by the 

person writing the opinion ______________________________________________________? 

What do you think?  _______________________________________________________________  

  _______________________________________________________________________________   

  _______________________________________________________________________________  

6.  Creating (plan) 

Devise an action plan to solve the problem and present your plan to a group of students, parents, school 

and/or community officials?  ________________________________________________________  

 _______________________________________________________________________________    

 _______________________________________________________________________________  

(*Bloom’s Taxonomy revised)
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Name ____________________________________________________________________ 

Levels of Thinking and Reasoning* 

From your newspaper, choose a story about your community that interests and/or involves you and is likely to 
appeal to other students in your class. Ask a question on each level and have a classmate read the story and 
answer the questions. Also, ask for a critique of the questions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Follow-up: Did the story appeal to your classmate? Did your classmate offer complete answers to the questions?  
Did your classmate recommend any changes to the questions? 
 
 
(*Bloom’s Taxonomy revised)

Headline:  _______________________________________________  
Author: _________________________________________________  
Newspaper: __________________________________Date: _______  

Create 

Evaluate 

Analyze 

Apply 

Understand 

Remember 
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Venn Diagram 
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Name_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
KLW Chart 
 
Directions: Before you read fill out the KNOW column with what you already know about the topic. As 
you read fill in what you’ve LEARNED in the center column. After you have finished reading fill in the 
WANT column with what you want to know more about. 
 
KNOW LEARN WANT TO KNOW 
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Name_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Cause and Effect 
 
 
 Cause 

Cause 

Cause 

Effect 

Effect 

Effect 


