
Newspaper fun for 
children and parents

veryone likes comic strips. But have 
you ever considered how ripe they 
are with literacy opportunities? 
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  High school students 
might be encouraged to decipher the 
message of a political or editorial cartoon. 
If you know your child has been following 
a particular news story and you find a 
related cartoon, you and your child might 
work together to get the message. 

  In order to 
understand humor, we often have to make 
inferences by reading between the lines 
(or between the pictures). In order to 
get the joke, we have to figure out 
what the character is thinking or what 
may have happened that isn’t directly 
stated or pictured. Making inferences is 
an important skill in reading, and you can 
support this skill development by asking 
your child to explain why a particular comic 
strip is funny. 

  Because the popular 
cartoons are syndicated, they appear in 
many newspapers across the country 
on the same day. A favorite comic 
strip can become a subject for regular 

sharing via telephone or e-mail with 
grandparents or other relatives out 
of town.

And they can provide an early introduc-
tion to the newspaper for even the youngest 
of children.

  Read some of the simple comics 
aloud to your little ones and point out the 
characters and pictures in each frame. You can 
encourage observation skills and support 

language acquisition by asking them to 
point out colors, mimic or describe 
the expressions on the characters’ 

faces, and find letters or words they 
recognize. And of course, even 
nonreaders may be able to figure 

out the main events or actions by using 
the pictures.

  For children who are 
beginning to read on their own, you might 
need to explain the difference in the way 
spoken words and thoughts (sigh, sniff, ring, 
etc.) are represented. Then you could ask 
them to look through the comics 
and choose their favorite one to 
read to you or a sibling. They 
might even enjoy acting it out. 
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he arts put the icing on our 
cakes and the tap in our shoes. 
Whether your preferred activity 

  Just feel like watching? Local 
newspapers provide listings of theatrical 
productions, movies, concerts, art shows 
and gallery hops. Often, these listings 
appear in the entertainment section. Check 
them out weekly and post upcoming events 
where everyone in your family can see them.  
You never know who might be interested. 
Don’t forget to check local community event 
sections, too. Schools, day 
care centers, senior 
citizen centers and 
county fairs often host 
talent shows, art

 exhibits and other 
activities. Check 
those out, too. You 
might discover that your 
neighbor plays the 
dulcimer and the mayor 
dabbles in karaoke.

   Want to learn to design a Web 
site? Ever wanted to throw a pot? (Not literally, 
of course.) Have a burning desire to write 
the “Great American Novel”? Periodically, 
local newspapers provide listings of classes 

that are available to the community, 
offered through school systems, 
community colleges, libraries and 
sometimes extension offices. Some 
are free, while others have minimal 

fees. Check the classified and community 
sections for ads seeking members for 
groups. Writers often search out 
critique partners. Photographers 
may want to share and discuss 
techniques. And potters may want 
to, well, talk about throwing pots 
(but not literally, of course). 

  Find a creative idea in the newspaper 
you are interested in exploring. From dyeing 
fabrics to making an independent film, the 
choice is yours. Read about it, learn about 
it and do it. But most important, have fun 
imagining the possibilities.

 
  

  

is dancing, singing, decorating cakes or 
throwing pots, we all either love to create 
or are happily absorbed in the creations 
of others. Where better to find out what 
art is happening in your community than 
your local newspaper? Tap into your 
child’s creative urges by talking about 
the art that’s going on all around you.  



Newspaper fun for 
children and parents

  Categorizing can 
help you see whether you have healthy 
eating habits. Look for an article about 
food groups to read with your child. Find 
a diagram of the food pyramid from the 
library or on the Internet. With your family, 
plan several meals. List the items you’ll use 
and categorize each product according to its 
food group. What category does cereal go 
in? Is apple pie a fruit? Are beans vegetables 
or protein? Try categorizing by color: How 
many dark green leafy vegetables do we eat 
in a week? Are there any yellow vegetables? 
Categorizing is a great way to help connect 
ideas and see relation-
ships and patterns, a skill 
needed in both reading 
and math. 

ealth, food, fitness and diet appear 
in the news almost every day: what 
to eat, what not to eat, how much 

 
  

 Food labels provide informa-
tion about the ingredients in 
a can or package. Knowing the 
meaning of the terms on food 
labels increases vocabulary 
and results in savvy consumers. 
Talk to your child about what the terms mean 
and why they are important. What is sodium? 
What is sucrose? What’s the difference between 
saturated, polyunsaturated and monounsatu-
rated fats? What do the prefixes “poly,” “mono” 
and “un” mean? How many calories does the 
product contain?

  Even if your teenager 
doesn’t participate in a school sport, she prob-
ably recognizes the value of exercise and wants 
to maintain her health. Talk with your teen 
about the kinds of activities available in your 
area. The newspaper is filled with ads for local 
athletic clubs, tennis lessons, swimming pro-
grams, martial arts classes, aerobics and other 
fitness activities. Which activity best matches 

her goals and interests in staying healthy? 
Comparing and contrasting help to define, 
describe and make connections, all skills 
that aid in reading comprehension.

exercise is enough exercise and what type of 
exercise is best. The health and fitness section 
of the newspaper helps keep us informed. 
It also can provide parents with oppor-
tunities for strengthening their children’s 
literacy skills.
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reating a print-rich environment
for children is an important way 
to support their literacy develop-

ment. When children see adults reading 
for a purpose, they begin to understand 
and value how print works. The activities 
below will help you bring literacy home, 
by talking about your home using  
the newspaper.
 

  Read aloud 
a description of a home or apartment from 
the real estate section of the classifieds. Ask 
your preschooler to draw the property 

you describe. Talk about ways the property 
is different from yours: an attached 

garage, a basement, brick or aluminum 
siding, and the number of bedrooms 
and bathrooms. Check if there’s a photo 

online to compare the written description 
with, or take a drive to see the property 
in person. Older kids might already be 

thinking of living on their own. Ask them 
to calculate a year’s rent or how much 
they would need to put down to secure 
a particular apartment. Talk about 
other expenses, like electricity, water,  
parking and groceries.

 

  
  Make a 
 special place for your child to do his homework. 

It doesn’t have to be fancy, but it should be 
comfortable, with good lighting for reading 
and writing. You and your child can look 
through the home section of the newspaper 
for decorating ideas – ergonomic furniture, 
upholstery, color matching and tips on how 
to maximize space. You might even consider 
adding a bulletin board where your child can 
cut out and post inspirational articles about 
successful children and adults.

  
Look in your newspaper for tips on growing 
seasonal plants and flowers. Here’s a  great 
opportunity to expand your child’s vocabu-
lary, especially with using adjectives. Talk 
about the kind of soil in your area (sandy, 
rich, dry) and your climate (mild, harsh, 
rainy). Make comparisons (this flower is a 
deeper purple than the other one). Keep a 

gardening glossary of interesting words 
you come across, like perennial, hardy, 

dormant and horticulturalist, and 
the many fascinating names of the 

plants themselves.
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ewspapers provide information 
about the relevance and impact 
of science and technology on our 

clusters. Psychology is 
the science of human 
behavior — the mind 
and the mental processes in humans and 
animals as they interact with each other 
and the environment. Biology studies how 
living things grow, feed, move, reproduce 
and evolve over long periods of time. 

  With your child, 
look for scientific facts that are reported 
in headlines or articles in the newspaper. 
Read the facts to him and ask if he thinks 
they are true or false. Look for evidence 
in the article to confirm his decision. You 
might be amazed at the accomplishments 
of science. 

  
What is the scientific name for a rose? 
Actually, there are many. Scientific names 
consist of two parts: the genus name (the full 
name’s first part) and the species name (the 
second part). For example, Rosa canina is  
the Dog Rose, while Rosa stellata is the 
Gooseberry Rose. Plants and animals have 
both common names – the names we’re 
familiar with – and scientific names. Look 

for some common animal and 
plant names in the newspaper 
and then head to the Internet 
to see if you can find their 

scientific names. 

 

society. Throughout the newspaper, 
opportunities abound to see how human 
activity affects the environment and 
how science and technology affect our 
lives. Some papers even have science or 
health sections early in the week.

     
 Science is categorized 

broadly in many ways. For example, there 
are exact, descriptive and natural sciences, 
which are further divided into physical 
and biological sciences. The relationships 
that connect these sciences are often 
responsible for the progress made today 
in specialized fields such as molecular 
biology and genetics. Read about branches 
of science listed here and see if you can 
find articles in the newspaper that 
relate to each.
Astronomy deals with all the celestial 
objects in the universe, including 
planets and their satellites, comets 
and meteors, stars (including the 
sun), interstellar matter, galaxies and 
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hat’s going on in your town? Most 
newspapers have a community 
section that shares neighborhood 

express his opinion? 
Then encourage him to 
write about it. Study the letters 
to the editor and talk about what you read. 
Look at the format, read the guidelines for 

submitting and support your child as 
he writes. Then comes the fun part, 
seeing the letter in print. 

 Everyone loves 
a good story, particularly if it is 

about someone you know. Play the 
game of “Who’s Who in the Newspaper” 

when your family gets together. One person 
scans the newspaper to see if there are 
articles about anyone he knows in the 
community, and then gives clues to the rest 
of the family about the person in the article. 
Who hit a home run in last week’s Little 
League tournament? Who wrote a book on 
the local bookstore’s best-seller list? Who got 
a new job in county government? Remember 
to keep it fun and positive. Expand the game 
to state, national and world news by looking 
for articles on famous people, such as actors, 

politicians or world leaders. 

  

events and activities. Learning about 
communities helps children learn about 
the bigger world around them. Explore 
local, state, national and world news 
together with your child in fun and 
interesting ways. Here are some ideas. 

  Newspapers often have 
a section that provides short briefs about 
today’s news, whether local, state, national 

or world. These smaller bites of the news 
can entice readers to want to know more. 
Have your child scan these quick reads 
and play a scavenger hunt game to find 
the entire article in the paper. And, if 

her interest is really piqued, point her to 
the Internet site for the newspaper to see if 

there is additional information and links to 
other resources. 

  What gets your child’s goat? 
How does he feel about political issues? Is 
there a cause he feels passionate 
about? Does he just like to 
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ne of the first sections 
of the newspaper many 
people turn to each day is sports. 

and explain their 
meanings. Point out 
examples during an event: 
What a great slam dunk!  
That bowler just rolled a strike. She just

  served an ace. Matching and categorizing 
are great ways to increase your child’s 
vocabulary. Try matching the sport with 
its championship event – the Super Bowl, 
the Masters, the World Series, Wimbledon,  
the Triple Crown or the Stanley Cup. Make 
a list of words associated with four or five 
sports and ask your child to name 
the corresponding sport.

  Keep track 
of the points a player or team scores 
over several games and ask your child to 
find the average. Together, figure the 
ratio of number of attempts to actual 
times scored. Ask how many more 
points Team A needed to win or how many 
more runs Team X scored than Team Y. Help 
your child create a graph to track the statistics 
of his favorite team or player over a season. 

  Read a sports 
columnist’s commentary about a favorite team 
or player with your child. Ask your child if he 
agrees with the writer. Talk about facts and 

opinions. Point out some clue words that 
signal an opinion, like think, feel, believe, 

greatest, always, never and best.

Readers want to know the outcome of 
yesterday’s games, check the statistics for 
their favorite player or look for the schedule 
of  upcoming competitions. The sports 
section of the newspaper also can be the 
source of some fun literacy activities for 
your children.

  Talk to your child 
about sequence. How does the sporting event 
begin – with a coin toss, a jump ball, a starter’s 
gun or the call to the post? What signals the 
middle of the event – halftime, ninth hole 
or completion of half of the course? What 
determines the end of the game – crossing 
the finish line, the bottom of the ninth inning, 
end of regulation play, the score? How is the 
winner determined – highest score, lowest 
score or fastest time? Sequencing skills help 
your child recognize the order of events in a 
story, aiding  in reading comprehension.

  Introduce vocabulary 
words specifically related to the sport you 
are watching (infield fly, offsides, 
spike, double axel, shot clock) 
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ith the newspaper, your family 
can be globetrotters without 
ever leaving the couch. The 

a place he’d like to visit. Invite 
him to make a postcard 
using the photograph. On 
the other side of the card, 
ask him to write a message 
to a family member as if 
he were actually visiting that 
location. Is he having a good time? Is he 
there for business or for pleasure? What 
sights has he seen?

  Together, try 
to find at least one location in the newspaper 
for every letter of the alphabet. Some letters, 
like “Q” and “X,” may be hard (but not 
impossible) to f ind. Once you’ve found 
locations that start with each letter, look 
them up on a map or globe. What country or 

continent is the most represented? What 
sections in the newspaper contain the most 
stories from different locations?

  Help your 
child make a scrapbook about places she 
knows using photos and articles 
from the newspaper. Look for photos 

or stories about the zoo, a local 
park, her school and even 

a favorite restaurant 
or the mall. She may be 
surprised to find that she’s 
connected to many places in 
her community.

  
 

newspaper brims with stories of exotic 
locales and people from different cultures. 
Take a trip around the world using some 
of these literacy activities.

  Pick a destination 
from the newspaper (either in the 
travel section or from a news or 

sports article) and create a 
family travel guide. What is 

the climate like in that city 
or country? As a tourist, 
how wou ld you d ress 
during different parts of the year? 

What are some of the major attractions and 
landmarks? What kind of food is the area 
known for? Who would most enjoy visiting 
this destination – people who like outdoor 
adventures or people interested in 
history? How far is the destination 
from your home and what would 
be the best way to get there?

  Encourage 
your child to look through 
the newspaper for a photo of 
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results: When it rains, we get 
wet; when it’s cold, water 
freezes. To be sure, children 
can learn a lot of science 

when they study the weather, 
from climatology to physics. 
But talking about the weather 

is a great opportunity to build 
literacy skills as well.

hildren (and adults) are fascinated 
by the weather. It is around us 
constantly, and we see its immediate 

   
 Think of all 

the weather idioms you 
know — raining cats and 
dogs, every cloud has a 
silver lining, feeling under 
the weather. What do they mean? What 
would it look like if it truly rained cats and 
dogs? Invite your younger child to draw a 
picture of one of these idioms, or ask your 
older child to write a story that uses multiple 
idioms. “It was a dark and stormy night.” 
Read the weather forecast in the newspaper. 
Do you see any of these idioms?

  One 
way to start a conversation about different 
cultures and locations is to compare weather 
trends. Many newspapers include high and 
low temperatures for major cities around 
the world. Pick out a few cities and 
compare the temperature in your area. 
Is it hotter in Kuala Lumpur? Colder 

in Calgary? Severe weather often 
makes the news, and different 

parts of the world are susceptible 
to different kinds of weather. Are 

there hurricanes in Cairo? Twisters 
in Melbourne? Floods in Lisbon? 
How does geography affect weather 
patterns? How does weather affect 
different cultures in terms of clothing, 

agriculture and architecture?

  Making 
predictions based on a story’s title and 
illustration before reading helps engage 
children and helps them comprehend 
the text as they read. The weather section 
in your newspaper is all about informed 
predictions. With your child, look 
at the extended forecast for 
the week. Ask your child how 
she thinks the meteorologist 
made his predictions and if she 
agrees or disagrees. Why or why 
not? Then, chart the weather over 
the next several days. At the end of the 
week, review the original forecast to see 
how accurate it was.

 


